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Introduction Paragraphs 

0. Approach: NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Thesis statement 

A. An argumentative thesis statement will: 
 1. state your main claim, which is debatable (or arguable) 
 2. the reasons/evidence that support this claim 
 3. the order in which you will present your support (organization) 
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B. Grammar and Examples 

1. [Subject] is [Adjective] because of [Reason 1] and [Reason 2]. 

Example 1: School lunches are unhealthy because of the high sugar content and lack of fresh 
vegetables. 
Example 2: Reading is essential because it expands vocabulary and improves focus. 
Example 3: Solar energy is beneficial because of its sustainability and potential for cost savings. 

2. [Subject] should [Action] for [Reason 1] and [Reason 2]. 

Example 1: Students should limit their screen time for better sleep and improved focus in 
school. 
Example 2: People should avoid sugary drinks for the sake of dental health and weight control. 
Example 3: Farmers should adopt sustainable agriculture for environmental conservation and 
long-term food security. 

3. [Subject] can [Benefit or Effect] if [Condition 1] and [Condition 2] are met. 

Example 1: Students can excel in math if they practice daily and pay attention in class. 
Example 2: We can reduce waste if we recycle and compost. 
Example 3: Businesses can thrive if they focus on customer satisfaction and quality products. 

4. The best way to [Action or Solve a Problem] is to [Solution 1] and [Solution 2]. 

Example 1: The best way to improve school grades is to practice regularly and seek help from 
teachers. 
Example 2: The best way to make friends is to be open and show kindness. 
Example 3: The best way to save endangered species is to protect their habitats and limit 
human encroachment. 

5. Not only does [Subject] provide [Benefit 1], but it also offers [Benefit 2]. 

Example 1: Not only does exercise provide physical benefits, but it also offers mental health 
advantages like reduced stress. 
Example 2: Not only do forests provide lumber, but they also offer habitats for wildlife. 
Example 3: Not only does volunteering provide help to those in need, but it also enriches the 
volunteer’s own life. 

  

Tony Yu
etc: Performance is better because of emotion and cost are more important

Tony Yu
etc: Teachers should focus on performance for emotional and cost related reasons

Tony Yu
condition 會複雜一點點，需要詳述（不能只有單字），不像第一二可以直接說emtion跟cost

Tony Yu
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C. Pre-assessment Topic/Prompt & Examples: 

1. [Subject] is [Adjective] because of [Reason 1] and [Reason 2]. 

Being a celebrity is a double-edged sword because of the public admiration it brings and the 
invasion of privacy it incurs. 
  
Celebrity status is both a blessing and a curse because it offers financial freedom but invites 
public scrutiny. 

2. [Subject] should [Action] for [Reason 1] and [Reason 2]. 

People should aspire to become celebrities cautiously, considering both the allure of fame and 
the accompanying public exposure. 
  
Aspiring entertainers should aim for celebrity status for its financial perks but also be prepared 
for public scrutiny. 

3. [Subject] can [Benefit or Effect] if [Condition 1] and [Condition 2] are met. 

People can enjoy the perks of being a celebrity if they manage their public image carefully and 
maintain strong personal support networks. 
  
Celebrities can sustain long careers if they capitalize on their fame while also managing its 
drawbacks, such as lack of privacy. 

4. The best way to [Action or Solve a Problem] is to [Solution 1] and [Solution 2]. 

The best way to navigate the challenges and perks of celebrity life is to maintain a balance 
between public engagements and personal time. 
  
The best approach to dealing with celebrity status is to be selective about public appearances 
while investing in long-term financial and emotional security. 

5. Not only does [Subject] provide [Benefit 1], but it also offers [Benefit 2]. 

Not only does being a celebrity provide opportunities for public adoration and lucrative 
contracts, but it also exposes individuals to high levels of scrutiny and personal invasion. 
  
Not only does fame offer a platform for influence and financial benefits, but it also 
necessitates a sacrifice of privacy and personal freedom. 
  

Tony Yu
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D. Advanced Examples 

ex1. Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers numerous advantages such as fame and financial 
security; however, it simultaneously imposes severe challenges like lack of privacy and 
emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 

 

ex2. The life of a celebrity, though replete with opportunities and lavish lifestyle, also presents 
undeniable drawbacks such as media intrusion and the loss of personal freedom, necessitating 
a nuanced perspective on its benefits and problems. 

 

ex3. The perks of being a celebrity, like social influence and financial gain, are often 
counterbalanced by significant downsides including mental health issues and relationship 
strains, indicating that it's not an unequivocally favorable condition. 

 

ex4. While the glamour and affluence associated with celebrity status may seem enticing, the 
accompanying issues of public scrutiny and reduced quality of personal life make it a situation 
of mixed blessings. 
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2. Hook  

A. Types 
 
1. Question 
Have you ever fantasized about living the glamorous life of a celebrity? Being a celebrity 
undoubtedly offers numerous advantages such as fame and financial security; however, it 
simultaneously imposes severe challenges like lack of privacy and emotional stress, making it a 
double-edged sword. 
  
2. Surprising Statistics 
Did you know that 33% of celebrities consider retiring from the public eye due to the lack of 
privacy they face? Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers numerous advantages such as fame 
and financial security; however, it simultaneously imposes severe challenges like lack of 
privacy and emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 
   
3. Controversy 
While many dream of achieving celebrity status for their glitter and glamour, few consider the 
dark shadows that accompany fame. Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers numerous 
advantages such as fame and financial security; however, it simultaneously imposes severe 
challenges like lack of privacy and emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 
  
4. Common Misconceptions 
Contrary to the widespread belief that celebrities have it all and live carefree lives, the reality 
is far more complex. Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers numerous advantages such as fame 
and financial security; however, it simultaneously imposes severe challenges like lack of 
privacy and emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 
 
5. Contrast or Analogy 
Just as a diamond's allure comes with the risk of being stolen, the life of a celebrity comes with 
its own set of perils. Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers numerous advantages such as fame 
and financial security; however, it simultaneously imposes severe challenges like lack of 
privacy and emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 
  
6. Hypothetical Scenario 
Imagine waking up one day with millions of followers on social media, lavish gifts from fans, 
but also with tabloids scrutinizing your every move. Being a celebrity undoubtedly offers 
numerous advantages such as fame and financial security; however, it simultaneously imposes 
severe challenges like lack of privacy and emotional stress, making it a double-edged sword. 
 
  

Tony Yu
這裡的數據要稍微準確一些

Tony Yu
4. 5. 最難
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B. Brainstorming 
 
1. Question  
  
"What If" Question: 
 Ex: "What if you could fly anywhere you want?" 
 
Personal Questions: Make the reader think about their own life. 
 Ex: "When was the last time you read a book?" 
 
Funny Questions: Use humor to grab attention. 
 Ex: "What's more confusing than a Rubik's Cube?" 
 
Mystery Question: Create intrigue.  
 Ex: "Do you know the secret to a long, happy life?" 
 
Imaginary Scenario: Make them imagine something related to your topic. Ex: "How would you 
feel living on Mars?" 
  
 
 
2. Surprising Statistics 
  
Use Classroom Data: Collect data from your classmates and use it in your hook. 
 Ex: "70% of my classmates love pizza." 
 
Use Family Facts: Ask your family about the topic and collect a statistic. 
 Ex: "Half of my family prefers dogs over cats." 
 
Nature Numbers: Use statistics about animals or the environment. 
 Ex: "Did you know a single tree can absorb as much as 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year?" 
 
Sports Stats: Use a statistic related to a sport you like. 
 Ex: "In basketball, the chance of making a half-court shot is only 1%." 
 
Time-Based Facts: Use a statistic that talks about something over time. 
 Ex: "In the last 50 years, more people have landed on the moon than have won the lottery." 
  
  

Tony Yu
這種學校數據是最為簡單的
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3. Controversy 
  
"What People Say": 
 Ex: "Some people say money can’t buy happiness, but others think it can." 
Popular vs. Unpopular: 
 Ex: "While some people love math, others can’t stand it." 
"Most vs. Few": Ex: "Most kids look forward to summer vacation, but a few actually miss 
school." 
"Old vs. New": 
 Ex: "While some people love reading books, others prefer e-books." 
"Kids vs. Adults": 
 Ex: "Many kids think homework is unnecessary, but most adults think otherwise." 
  
 
 
 
4. Common Misconceptions 
  
"People Think, But": 
 Ex: "People think carrots improve your eyesight, but that's not entirely true." 
 
Myth vs. Fact: 
 Ex: "Contrary to popular belief, goldfish have a memory span longer than a few seconds." 
 
"Not Always True": 
 Ex: "People say lightning never strikes the same place twice, but that's not always true." 
 
"Not Just": Challenge a stereotype. 
 Ex: "Contrary to popular belief, video games are not just for boys." 
 
"Not All": Example: 
 "Not all spiders are poisonous, contrary to popular belief." 
  
  
  

Tony Yu
想：大家通常怎麼想？通常都是unpopular, against what people say

Tony Yu
跟上面很像
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5. Contrast or Analogy 
  
Animal Comparison: Compare your subject to an animal. 
 Ex: "Just like a cheetah is fast, so is the speed of information today." 
 
Food Comparison: Relate it to a food item. 
 Ex: "Just like a sandwich has many layers, so does our history." 
 
Color Comparison: Use colors for analogy. 
 Ex: "Just as black and white are opposites, so are love and hate." 
 
Object Comparison: Compare it to an everyday object. 
 Ex: "Just like a clock keeps time, our hearts keep our life in rhythm." 
 
Nature Comparison: Use elements of nature. 
 Ex: "Just like the sun rises and sets, people have good and bad days." 
  
  
 
6. Hypothetical Scenario 
  
Future Imagining: 
 Ex: "Imagine a world where cars fly." 
 
Role Reversal: 
 Ex: "Imagine if animals could talk and humans couldn’t." 
 
Time Travel: 
 Ex: "Imagine going back in time to meet your great-great-grandparents." 
 
Superpowers: 
 Ex: "Imagine if you woke up with superpowers." 
 
Extreme Situations: 
 Ex: "Imagine if it rained candy instead of water." 
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C. Sentence Pattern 
 
1. Question 
Have you ever [verb] about [imaginary scenario]?  
 

• Have you ever dreamed about becoming an astronaut? While it's a dream for many, 
there are hurdles to overcome. Being an astronaut has both thrilling adventures and 
dangerous situations, which makes it a risky career. 

• Have you ever thought about owning a pet? As delightful as it sounds, it’s not all fun and 
games. Having a pet has both joy and responsibility, which makes it a rewarding 
challenge. 

• Have you ever wished for endless summer vacations? While it may sound heavenly, 
there's more to it. Having a long holiday has both relaxation and boredom, which makes 
it a two-sided coin. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Surprising Statistics 
Did you know that [number]% of [group of people] [verb] because of [reason]?  
 

• Did you know that 70% of students feel stressed because of exams? Just like a student, 
this phenomenon is more complicated than it appears. Being a student has both 
educational benefits and mental pressures, which makes it a mixed experience. 

• Did you know that 40% of adults do not exercise regularly? This statistic reveals a more 
complex reality. Being an adult has both the freedom of choice and the responsibility for 
one's health, which makes it a challenging role. 

• Did you know that 25% of people prefer online shopping over going to stores? This 
choice comes with its own set of issues. Being a consumer today has both convenience 
and risk, which makes it a balancing act. 
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3. Controversy 
While many [verb] about [positive idea], few think about [negative idea].  
 

• While many fantasize about living forever, few think about the loneliness that comes 
with it. This dream has a darker side to it. Being immortal has both endless possibilities 
and eternal solitude, which makes it a conflicted fate. 

• While many yearn for beauty, few consider the social pressures that come with it. The 
full story is not always beautiful. Being beautiful has both admiration and stereotyping, 
which makes it a mixed blessing. 

• While many desire power, few ponder the responsibilities attached to it. This is where 
the complexities arise. Being powerful has both influence and accountability, which 
makes it a difficult position. 

  
 
 
 
 
4. Common Misconceptions 
Contrary to the [belief/idea] that [group or situation] [verb], the reality is [true fact].  
 

• Contrary to the belief that all rich people are happy, the reality is money can't buy 
happiness. This misconception hides the true story. Being wealthy has both luxuries and 
emotional voids, which makes it a complicated status. 

• Contrary to the idea that technology solves all problems, the reality is it creates new 
ones. The reality is far from simplistic. Being tech-savvy has both advantages and 
pitfalls, which makes it a double-edged sword. 

• Contrary to the notion that retirement is stress-free, the reality is it can be lonely. This 
common belief needs reevaluation. Being retired has both freedom and isolation, which 
makes it a stage of adjustment. 
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5. Contrast or Analogy 
Just like [object or situation] has [quality], [another object or situation] has [similar or 
opposite quality].  
 

• Just like a rainbow has vibrant colors, life has its ups and downs. Similar to a rainbow, 
life is full of contrasts. Being alive has both joys and sorrows, which makes it a journey. 

• Just like a rose has thorns, success has obstacles. It's important to consider the full 
picture. Being successful has both accomplishments and setbacks, which makes it a path 
of persistence. 

• Just like a book has chapters, childhood has stages. Each chapter brings new elements. 
Being a child has both innocence and growth, which makes it a unique time. 

 
 
 
 
 
6. Hypothetical Scenario 
Imagine [verb]-ing and [another action], but also [negative outcome].  
 

• Imagine eating all your favorite foods but also gaining weight. This imaginary scenario 
captures a real dilemma. Being a foodie has both pleasure and health concerns, which 
makes it a dilemma. 

• Imagine winning the lottery and being followed by the media. It’s not as straightforward 
as it seems. Being rich has both freedom and public scrutiny, which makes it a paradox. 

• Imagine having the ability to fly but also the fear of heights. This scenario opens up 
complexities. Having a superpower has both excitement and fears, which makes it a 
complicated gift. 

  


